
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SONRISE EDITION 

 
 

RANSOMVILLE 
 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

& 
FILLMORE CHAPEL 

 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Your Church Newsletter 
 

July 2004 
 
 

 R
an

so
m

vi
lle

  a
nd

 F
ill

m
or

e 
C

ha
pe

l 
U

ni
te

d 
M

et
ho

di
st

 C
hu

rc
he

s 
P.

O
. B

ox
 2

50
 

R
an

so
m

vi
lle

, N
Y

  1
41

31
 

 
E

m
ai

l: 
 m

ai
l@

ra
ns

om
vi

lle
um

c.
or

g 
W

eb
 P

ag
e:

 w
w

w
.ra

ns
om

vi
lle

um
c.

or
g 

T
el

:  
(7

16
) 7

91
-4

97
8 

- C
hu

rc
h 



 

 
 
 We all need to rest.  We all work hard and need our 
vacation to recover and restore our health and energy.  
Recreation is Re-creation, a time to rest and heal and get 
ready for the demands of family, school, work and life. 
 
 It is interesting to note that while we need vacation 
time, God never goes on vacation.  God is always there for 
us. 
 
 Even in this time of recreation and vacation, don't 
forget God is there. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev. John 
Reverend John 
 
 
 
Reverend John's office hours are Monday through Thursday, 9:00 
AM until 12:00 noon. Due to emergencies and unexpected 
interruptions he may not always be in the office so you might find it 
more convenient to call before visiting.  Church office is 791-4978.  
Friday is his day off but Reverend John is always available 24 hours a 
day if you need him.  His home phone number is 751-9376. 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 
RANSOMVILLE 
 
    3 – Derek Masters 17 – Frances Diez 
    4 – James Piva  18 -- Christian & Lauryn Proper 
    6 -- Doug Diez  23 – Earl Steiner 
    8 – Al Strasburg  25 – Nicholas Holstrom 
  12 – Monica LaRock      -- Katie Jacobs 
       -- Shawn Jeffery 30 – Reta Hanson 
  13 – Elyse Trank   
  15 – Dylan Proper   
 
FILLMORE CHAPEL 
    1 -- Charles Michel  15 – Dara Johannes 

   25 – Tammy Roberts Seick 
    4 – Fred Lederhouse       -- Kimberly Chase 
    6 – Jordynn Koroschetz  29 – Ruth Stewart 
    8 – Becky Fleckenstein  30 – Brenda Johannes 

   -- Katey Fleckenstein  31 -- Donna Marie Johannes 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
RANSOMVILLE 
 
    1 – Tom & Melody Masters 22 – Matt & Kim Grace 
    2 – Clyde & Sue Burmaster 25 – Earl & Patricia Robins 
    3 -- Gregory & Linda Steck 31 – George & Charlotte Mayer 
  11 -- James & Judy Denio  
  14 -- Tim & Sue Harris 
  21 – Pastor Jake & Sarah Denny 
   
FILLMORE CHAPEL 
 
  15 -- Jeff & Shelly Wilkinson 29 -- H. Bruce & Sue  

         Lederhouse 
 
 



JULY BIRTHDAYS 
RANSOMVILLE 
    1 – Dan Harbison   16 – Justin Randall 
       -- Becky Slipko   19 – Robert Rinker 
    5 – Jenny Adamson       -- Amy Hauser 
    6 – James Blanchard       -- Sarah Denio 
    8 – Jacob Maacks   23 – Ruth Kennedy 
    9 – Richard Steiner   24 – Sharon Hoste 

    26 – Dick Kennedy 
  11 – George Mayer   29 – Larry Trank 
       -- Jacob Jaskula        – Ellen Truesdell 
  13 – Ann Kennedy        -- Jack Hopkins 
  14 – Robert Hillman   30 – Jennifer Spring 
  15 – Julie Willis   31 – Douglas Hopkins 
       -- William Holstrom   
 
FILLMORE CHAPEL 
    1 – Janet Schultz   29 – Marjorie Roblee 
    6 – Drew Carney   30 – David Harris 
    7 – Chuck Wills       -- Christopher Andrasik 
    8 – Ronald Figura       -- Terra Lederhouse 
  12 – Amiee Schultz    

        

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
RANSOMVILLE 
3 -- George & Jenny Adamson         21 – Frank & Beverly Jeffery 

  4 -- Shawn & Heidi Jeffery  25 – Janet & Mike Fedak 
  6 – Richard & Elizabeth Wade      -- Harold & Sue Barnes 
10 – Reeve & Ruth Gates, Jr.  27 – Marvin & Jayne Spring 
17 -- Emma & Vaughan DeWinter 29 -- Alan & Jenny Spring 

   
 
FILLMORE CHAPEL 
2 -- Stephen & Carol Diez    26 – Shawn & Rebecca 

Leenhouts 
17 -- James & Anna Jane Michel   28 – Charles & Patricia Stojak 
  29 -- David & Donna Johannes 
 
 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

The Fillmore Chapel/Ransomville Vacation Bible School 
will be at Ransomville United Methodist Church from 
August 9th - 13th, 6:30 - 8:00 PM.  If you would like to help 
or want your children to attend, please contact Carol 
Houwaart-Diez, Rev. John, or Doug Diez.   
 
Parking at Ransomville Church: Please do not park in the 
parking lot during post office business hours. 
 
Reverend Wetherwax's sermons are available in the back 
of each church.  Please help yourself to a copy.  The 
sermons are also available on-line at the church website 
www.RansomvilleUMC.org. 
 
Please submit any information for the August Newsletter 
to Joan by July 19th. 
 
 
 

Remember in Prayer 
Greg Steck, Jocelyn Clay, Howard Wehner, the Feathers family, 
Cindy Stewart, Ruth Stewart, Doug Ortiz, Albert Elser, Annemarie 
Bettino, Josiah Julias, Evelyn Peters, Mary Ruth Blanchard, Sylvia 
Emerson, Susan & Harold Barnes, Marbeth Minnie, Rev. Kit Snyder, 
Chris & Kim Sembert & Family, Pat Gilsillan, Grace Baker, Becky 
Slipko, Marj Jeffords, Ruth Schultz, and Betty Lederhouse. 
    Remember in prayer the men and women in our armed forces 
and the families of those who have lost their lives in this conflict. 

 

 
 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Births: 

 
On June 11th, 2004, Alyssa Leanne Deragon was born to Amanda & Donny 
Deragon.  Alyssa is the granddaughter of  George & Charlotte Mayer, and Judy 
Deragon.  Alyssa is the great granddaughter of Milton & Agnes Dawley.   

 
Weddings: 
 
On July 10th at 2:00 PM, Nancy Kulak and Randy Clark will be married in 
Ransomville UMC.  The wedding rehearsal is scheduled for July 9th at 7:00 PM.  
 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
The Community Worship Service is Sunday, August 8th at 9:30 AM at the 
Ransomville Firemen's Pavilion. 
******************************************************************* 
 
Cross Roads Christian Coffee House at Warrens Corners UMC, crossroad of Rts. 
104 & 93.  Every third Saturday, 7:30 - 10 PM.  Wonderful way to spend an 
evening with family and friends, no charge, and listen to various local talent 
perform Christian music.  Limited menu available.  For more information please see 
the bulletin board. 
******************************************************************* 
 
Charity Pig Roast Benefit for Women & Children's Pediatric ICU & Dreams 
from the Heart Camp in memory of Andrea Hope LaRock.  July 24th, 3 - 9 PM.  
Dinner at 4 PM.   Benefit event to be held at: 3920 Irish Road, Wilson, NY.  
Admission ticket and door prize drawing: $20/adult, $10/child.  Further details are 
available on the bulletin board.  
******************************************************************* 
 
Chiavetta's Chicken Barbecue at North Ridge UMC, Rts. 93 & 425, July 4th 
from noon to 3 PM.  Further details are available on church bulletin board.   
******************************************************************* 
 
2004 Chicken Barbecues at Olcott United Methodist Church are July 18th, 
August 15th and September 12th.  Serving begins at noon, rain or shine, and 
continues until sold out.  Adults - $7, Children 10 & under $3.  Take outs are 
available.  See bulletin board for further details. 
******************************************************************* 

Activities & Meetings 

 
Ransomville Administrative Council - No meeting in July.  
Next meeting is August 19th at 7:00 PM. 
 

Fillmore Chapel Administrative Council - Next meeting is 
July 25th immediately following worship. 
 

Bible Study - will not be held in July and August.  Bible study will 
resume in September on Mondays at 7:00 PM at Fillmore Chapel. 
 
Ladies Prayer and Support Group - Will not meet during 
July and August.  Will resume meetings in September on Tuesdays at 
10:00 AM in Ransomville. 
 

Choir Rehearsal - No rehearsal until September.  Will resume on 
Tuesdays at 7:00 PM at Ransomville. 
 

Youth Group - Wednesdays from 6:30 - 8:00 PM at Ransomville.   
 

Healing Service - No Healing Service in July and August.  Next 
service is September 16th at 7:00 PM at Ransomville Church. 
 

Men's Prayer Breakfast - Next meeting is September 16th at 
8:30 AM at Knead the Dough. 
 

United Methodist Women - Not meeting during July and 
August.  Next meeting is September 23rd at 1:00 PM.  Hostess:  
Bernice McLaughlin, Devotions: Ruth Kennedy, Refreshments:  
Nancy Trank & Erva Graf. 
 

Sunday School will resume on September 12th. 
 

Vacation Bible School is Aug. 9 - 13th from 6:30 to 8 PM at 
Ransomville Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank You Notes Received 

 
I would like to thank everyone who worked very hard on the BBQ.  It 
was so nice having so many youth helping out too and an extra big 
hand to Lou & Sharon York.  They did all the shopping as well as 
working.  Our profit was $716.75. 
 
Also, thanks to everyone who supported the Garden Club Plant Sale. 
 
    Thanks again, 
    Ellen Truesdell 
 
 

Sunday School News 

 
Sunday School will resume on September 12th.  Thank you to all of 
the Sunday School teachers! 
 

Ransomville: 
 

Jenny Spring 
Amy Olsen 
Pam Jacobs 

Ellen Truesdell 
Janet Fedak 

and Pat Robins. 
 

Fillmore Chapel: 
 

Sheri Senek 
Shelly Wilkinson 

Debi Diez 
Carol Houwaart-Diez 

Kim Sembert 
Debbie Skellen 
Kathy Harris 

and Hap Skellen. 

Confirmation Class 

 
The Confirmation Class joined 

the congregations of 
Fillmore Chapel and Ransomville 

during worship on June 6th. 
 

Congratulations to the following students from 
       Ransomville: 

 

Nicole York 
Eric Olsen 

Earl J. Robins 
Kristen Olsen 

and Jessica Spring. 
 

Congratulations to the following students from 
         Fillmore Chapel: 

 

Shayne Diez 
Chris Andrasik 
Heather Moore 
Jennifer Jordan 

and Kaitlin Koroschetz. 
 
 

Thank you very much to  
Mary Ellen Belschner  

for creating the beautiful certificates 
 for the confirmation class. 



YOUTH NEWS 
                                 From Hap Skellen 

 

The United Duck's are not your everyday youth group when 
it comes to summertime.  We do not take the summer off.  
We keep on going with many activities… 
 

We are planning a fun night at Hap's cottage with food, 
games, swimming, bonfire and smores.  We will be going to 
a Bison game on Friday night with fireworks.  We are 
planning a FREE car wash at Fillmore Chapel for August.  
We are working on an act of kindness for both churches.  
(We are keeping this a secret.  We are hoping to get 
together with Indian Falls youth to make box lunches for 
the needy of Buffalo.)  And we are going to be having a 
youth class at Vacation Bible School this year. 
 

Has a flock of Pink Flamingos landed in your front lawn?  
We hear that they may be spotted in the future so watch 
your lawn!  This is a fun way to raise money for the youth 
activities.  If the birds land in your lawn, the youth will 
gladly remove them for a free-will donation to our group.  
Then you get to pick the next front lawn they land in. 
 

Congratulations to all the youth who were confirmed this 
past month. 
 

If you are going into the 6th grade this fall, you can become 
a member of the United Duck's.  Give Hap or Doug your 
name and address to get started. 
 

We would like to thank everyone for their support of our 
youth group.  Please keep this group in your prayers!  
Remember that you can make a difference. 

Extra Milers 2004 

 
On May 6th the Batavia District Laity Banquet was held at 
Samuel's Grande Manor in Williamsville.  This year's 
honorees included Amy Olsen from Ransomville UMC, 
and Hap Skellen from Fillmore Chapel. 
 
Ransomville - Amy Olsen 
Amy Olsen loves her church.  Her love begins with her 
faith in Christ, the nurture of her family, and eagerness in 
her heart to care for others. 
 

What doesn't she do?  Sunday school teacher, choir 
member, worship coordinator are just a few of her "official" 
jobs.  What makes her so deserving of this nomination is 
not so much what she does, but why she does it.  Amy puts 
God first in her life and it shows. 
 
Fillmore Chapel - Harold "Hap" Skellen 
Hap loves to work with the youth.  He leads a joint group of 
Ransomville/Fillmore Chapel youth, as well as anyone from 
the community.  It is a super group of fun and faith! 
 
Youth night, overnights, prayer vigils, trips to the ballpark, 
are a big part of Hap's life.  He is always looking for new 
ways to provide opportunities for Christian growth and 
fellowship for the group.  The members know Hap is there 
for them, he is their friend and they can trust him. 
 

Congratulations to Amy & Hap! 
Thank you for all that you do. 



 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  1 2  3  

4 5th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
Penny Collection 
Food Collection 

5  Boy Scouts 6 PM 

 
           

6 
 
 

 

7     Youth Group 

          6:30 - 8:00 PM 
 
 

8  9 Wedding Rehearsal 
            7:00 PM 

10 Wedding 2 PM 

Nancy Kulak & 
 Randy Clark 

11 6th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
 
 

12 Boy Scouts 6 PM 

 
           

13 
 

14  Youth Group 

           6:30 - 8:00 PM 
 
 

15  16 17 

 

18  7th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
 

19 Boy Scouts 6 PM 

 

           

20  

 

21  Youth Group 

           6:30 - 8:00 PM 
 
 

22  

 
 

23 
 

24  

25 8th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
 

FC Admin. Council 
Meeting 

noon - 12:30 PM 
 
 

26 Boy Scouts 6 PM 

 

           

27  

 
 

28  Youth Group 

          6:30 - 8:00 PM 
 
 

29 30 31 

 2004 

July 




